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For the Christian Herald. 5 
PRACTICAL HINTS ON THE GOVERNMENT OF FAMILIES. 


‘‘ Faminies,” observes a lively writer of our own country, ‘‘ are 


clusters of little commonwealths, which can hardly subsist without 
government, and whose well being depends greatly upon the manner 
in which they are governed.”” The justice and weight of this remark, 
will scarcely be questioned by any reader. But while all would 
admit the happy influence of a mild, but efficient family government, 
both in forming the moral habits of children, and promoting the 
peace of the domestic circle ; unfortunately very few parents are ob- 
served to give the subject any thing like a thorough practical atten- 
tion. Most of the treatises upon it, which have been circulated 
among us, are, indeed, but partially applicable to the American peo- 
ple ;—being generally composed ina foreign country, and, almost 
exclusively, for the benefit of the higher classes. I am not aware 
that the English language contains a single elementary work, on the 
early management of children, adapted to the circumstances of pa- 
rents in the middle and lower walks of life,—of those parents who 
are by Providence intrusted with the education of four fifths of our 
citizens. But the treatises, which have been written on the subject, 
and are allowed by all to contain many valuable hints, do not appear 
to be frequently and carefully read. We do not commonly find themin 
the window, or on the mantle of the sitting room. The most respectable 
families are quite as likely to have these places occupied with recipes 
for making pastry and sweetmeats; and, above all, with the last 
fashionable novel or poem, as with Babington, Moore, Hamilton, or 
Witherspoon, on Education. These, and many other works of the 
same character have, perhaps, long stood, honoured with calf and 
gilt, in the mahogany book case. But from this cloister of mute and 
useless wisdom, they may have been as seldom brought forth as the 
hereditary family Bible, which is intended to go down, with the same 
splendid covers, to distant posterity. 

Accordingly, when the government of families is sometimes men- 
tioned in the social circle, as a serious and indispensable duty, we 


are very probably told, that the art of restraining the young, and 
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forming them to habits of cheerful obedience, is not attainable by 
many persons ; but is rather to be reckoned one of nature’s gifts, 
like a genius for poetry, or an ear for music : and that those parents 
who are conscious themselves that they do not actually possess it, 
may about as well relinquish all hopes of obtaining this moral 
ascendency over their offspring. Nor is it uncommon for parents of 
education to accompany the avowal of this extraordinary sentiment, 
with a frank and quite easy acknowledgment of their own deficiency. 

Happy indeed had it been for old Eli, could he have availed him- 
self of this famous apology, when Jehovah, by his prophet, denounced 
disgrace and ruin upon his family ; ‘* because his sons made them- 
selves vile, and he restrained them not.” He appears to be wanting 
in nothing but the authority which commands obedience ; for he 
actually condemned and reproved their evil conduct. ‘* He said 
unto them,” possibly in a soft and formal manner, lest he should 
greatly wound their feelings, and only render them: worse instead of 
better! ‘* Why do ye such things ? for I hear of your evil dealings 
by all this people. Nay, my sons; for it is no good report that I 
hear: ye make the Lord’s people to transgress. If one man sin 
against another, the judge shall judge him ; but if a man sin against 
the Lord, who shall entreat for him ?”’ 

The truth is, that as scarcely any one duty of parents is more: in- 
dispensable to the present and eternal welfare of their offspring, than 
the maintenance of a reasonable authority, so there is almost none, 
which providence has more generally qualified them to perform. 
Every parent has a natural ascendency over his children, which it 
requires a considerable share of indiscretion, and not a little bad 
management, to lose. He has moreover himself passed through the 
season of childhood, and thus become experimentally acquainted with 
the habits, dispositions, and exposures of the young. He may know 
from recollection, what species of discipline would then have com- 
mended itself to his understanding, and ensured his respectful sub- 
mission. And he is in the best situation to observe every peculiarity 
in the tempers of his charge, with a view to correct and improve 
them. ‘The same cannot be said of most other important concerns. 
From what is observed of the nature and means of family government, 
we should expect that the parent who is practically awake to his du- 
ty and privilege, would be more likely to succeed in it, than in most 
other serious endeavours. 

The writer has also been led to this conclusion, by his own ex- 

erience in managing the young, and from the observations he has 
made on the management of others. He is entirely convinced that 
the art of government, is not so much the native and exclusive at- 
tribute of a few parents, as an accomplishment which every person 
of common firmness and discretion may possess ; and which is actually 

ossessed by nearly all those who duly appreciate its value. 

But that the reader may not be presented with animadversions 
only, I will briefly illustrate a few of the leading principles of an 
efficient family government. 
1, The parent who would maintain a proper authority over his- 
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children, must first learn to govern himself. He must give no place 
im himself to those habits and practices, which he disallows, and en- 
deavours to correct in them. Against unreasonable prejudices, and 
the exhibition of a querulous and passionate temper, he must care- 
fully guard. Nor may he descend from the dignity of the parental 
character, and sacrifice, in their minds, his consistency, by the con- 
stant indulgence of a trifling spirit. A measure of self-denial may 
be demanded of him in these particulars, which it will be somewhat 
painful, but not impossible to exercise. We endure things far more 
crossing to our inclinations, for the attainment of comparatively 
trifling objects. But however ungrateful such self-denial may be to 
our natural feelings, it is indispensably requisite. ‘The parent who 
is observed to give full scope to his inclinations, and, while he im- 
poses severe restraints upon his children, to have no command of 
himself, will soon be regarded by them, as either inconsistent, selfish, 
or hypocritical. Nothing can be more preposterous than the hope 
expressed by some, of educating their children to industrious and 
moral, and even to pious habits, while they themselves continue the 
worthless slaves of vice. But, 

2. The parent who succeeds in governing himself, must next be 
careful to be reasonable and humane in the exercise of his authority. 
It may bé proper, on some occasions, to request and encourage a 
child to attempt the performance of what shall appear to himself be- 
yond ‘his strength ; but there would be manifest cruelty in command- 
ing it. Such a command, even though the child may afterwards 
discover his mistake in thinking it excessive, will be regarded by him, 
at the moment, as capricious and tyrannical. He will very probably 
become disheartened, and make but a partial effort, or he will gene- 
rously outdo himself, with the chilling expectation of escaping censure 
merely. The same unhappy effects will flow from the parents en- 
joining, with formal and stern command, the doing of what is believed 
to be unnecessary and useless. Intelligent children early distinguish 
between the necessary requirements of a superior, and his arbitrary 
whims, and never fail to discover a peculiar reluctance to toil without 
an object worthy of their efforts. No circumstance will ordinarily 
more conduce to their obedience, than the impression that the service 
enjoined is altogether reasonable. It is indeed quite inseparable 
from a cheerful submission. For these and other reasons, it may be 
best to avoid frequently laying upon children the most formal com- 
mands ; particularly with the penalty of disobedience annexed. A 
simple direction, or request, can be rendered equally effective ; and 
it leaves the parent more at liberty in his treatment of delinquencies. 

{ am the more particular on this point, because it lies near the 
foundation of parental authority ; and yet appears to me to be much 
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be overlooked in the government of some families. The right of the 
be parent to dictate, is of the most absolute kind, being derived imme- 
be diately from God himself. It becomes the child to obey implicitly, 
* even where he is not persuaded either of the wisdom or the justice 


of what is enjoined. But then children also have their rights, and 
are early conscious of possessing them :—rights which render it in- 
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cumbent on parents to consult their reasonable wishes, and to use 
every proper means of rendering their obedience both easy and 
agreeavle to themseives. 1 should therefore greatly object, in geue- 
ral, to the imposing of any service upon children, for the mere ob- 
ject of establishiag our authority over them. ihe ascendency which 
is obtained by the mere enforcement of commands, is not of the most 
desiravle characier. Ihe child submits indeed, but with feelings 
very like those with which a vanquished enemy grounds his arms. 
His spirit is broken down, but his heart is not gained, to what himself 
considers a reasonable and necessary authority. Ihe danger is, tiat 
he will regard nimself as being in the circumstances of a slave, or, 
at least, as obliged to serve a hardhearted and capricious parent. 

It is equally necessary that the parent should be reasonable in his 
punishments and his censures ; both should be administered with 
eviiient humanity and wisdom. It is painful to observe how many 
guardians of youth, seldom correct their erring charge, without leav- 
ing the impression of having done it, in some way, improperly. In 
many cases the child is inconsiderately charged with an ingratitude 
and wilfulness in transgressing, of which he is not conscious. insome, 
he is deprived of what he considers a fair opportunity of exculpating 
himself; the evidence against him is hastily caught up ; the circum- 
stances are construed in ihe worst light possible ; punishment follows 
immediately upon detection,—is administered witiout the least ap- 
parent regret, and, it may be, with heat, and unrighteous severity. 
All this the culprit perfectly understands, interprets in his own favour, 
and treasures up as a justification of future disobedience ; or, if his 
spirit be naturally inoffeusive and desponding, as a source of excessive 
discouragement. ‘The apostle had reference to such treatment, when 
he wrote, ‘‘ Fathers, provoke not your children to anger lest they 
be discouraged.”’ It has been known to discourage aud depress the 
minds of children to that degree, as to render them, in subsequent 
life, habitually fearful and spiritless. 

Children should never be chastised in anger, much less with any 
expressions of delight in their sufferings. It would be as well to 
dispense with punishment altogether, as to administer it in such a man- 
ner as to make the culprit feel that he has made ample atonement for 
his crime. In almost every case, where the child has arrived at 
years of consideration, some considerable time should be allowed him 
for reflection and repentance ; and unwearied pains taken to convince 
him of his deserts of punishment, and of the benevolent feelings with 
which it is inflicted. 

What hasbeen said of punishment, is mostly applicable to reproof 
and censure. A continual dropping will wear a stone. It is perhaps 
better that some of the mistakes and petty offences of children should 
appear to pass unnoticed, than that they should be unceasingly fol- 
lowed with looks of disapprobation, and pelted with censures ; es- 
pecially where parents have discovered in themselves a disposition 
to be querulous and fretful. But, 

3 It is of great moment, that the parent should be consistent and 
persevering in his measures. He must not enforce one set of rules 
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to-day, and another to-morrow ; nor regard and punish as an inex- 
cusable offence, at one time, what he would nearly or quite overlook 
at another. Having deliberately fixed upon his plan of discipline, 
he must proceed steadily to execute it, in spite of all bis natural 
misgivings and fickleness. In doing this, the inexperienced parent 
may derive much instruction and support, from the advice of the 
wise and good around him. He will also become gradually more 
confirmed in his resolutions, by success, and an increasing view of 
the momentous charge with which Providence has intrusted him. 
It falls in with his own comfort and prosperity, as well as the good 
of the community, that he should guide his children in the right way. 
It is the divine command, that he should bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. To all this the maintenance of parental 
authority over his household will be seen to be indispensable. He 
will therefore, 

4. Not only make this interesting duty a subject of anxious inquiry, 
but of daily prayer to Almighty God ; to Him should we look, both 
for wisdom to perfect our plans of discipline, and also for grace to 
carry them into complete effect. The parent should especially ask 
for wisdom and a right frame of spirit, as often as he is called to ad- 
minister reproof and chastisement. A prayerful heart is by far the 
best security against any fatal mistake in this momentous concern ; 
and, of all qualifications, it is the most certainly connected with 
success. 


AMICUS. 





For the Christian Herald. 


THE MEDICAL PROFESSION, 


Lone has the disgraceful stigma of ‘ infidelity” rested on the 
name and character of physicians. A class of men occupying a dis- 
tinguisbed rank in society, in the world of letters, and in their rela- 
tive usefulness to mankind. By this baneful characteristic, a dis- 
credit has been attached to a profession, which, if properly conducted 
by men of probity and piety, is, in usefulness, second to none. From 
the great number of sceptics who have chosen the practice of 
medicine as the theatre on which to disseminate their pernicious 
principles, I am led to believe that they aciually glory in sentiments 
which are slowly, but surely effecting their utter ruin; alienating 
their minds from every sense of Divine perfection, from every vir- 
tue that ennobles man, and places him in a sphere above the. brutes. 
But infidelity does still more: it reduces its adherents to a situation 
below the spirits of darkness, for the ‘‘ devils believe and tremble ;” 
but man, vain, proud worm of the dust, in his natural state trembles 
not, fears not! 

Most people wsually suppose (and the hypothesis ought to be a 
correct one,) “ that physicians would never become infidels.”” The 
naturally think that those men who mark the gradual decay of life, 
who daily see demonstrated the frailty of human nature, who behold 
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their fellow-beings stretched on the pallet of sickness and of death, 
some writhing in torture, and surrendering their life into the 
hands of Him who gave it ; others in whom the powers of life are 
gradually wasting away with little pain, and Death silently and slowly 
effecting his allotted task ; some, who in the midst of bodily pain, have 
to contend against mental distress ; others in prospect of an endless 
futurity, recall to mind all the advantages they have enjoyed, all the 
calls they have slighted, all the mercies neglected, all the goodness 
despised, till in the midst of their mental torture they call upon the 
rocks to cover them, and the mountains to fall upon them! 

But to turn to a more pleasing view: perhaps tn the same room 
they behold anether, who, though suffering greatly, suffers silently ; 
he complains not, utters not acry or a groan, but smiles, and even 
when death itself has daid its cold, stern grasp upon him, casts his 
eyes to Heaven, and, with a smile, expires. To him, the grisly king 
has no terrors ; no, he has conquered Satan, Sin, and Death, through 
Him that died ; he knows Christ died for him, to save him from eter- 
nal misery ; he feels that life is a burden, and time replete with care 
and sorrow ; his God has taught him the value of eternity, and in 
view thereof, he contemplates the clesing scene with rapture ; oh! 
how rapturous will be his entrance on eternity, into the habitations of 
the saints, in the habiliments of glory! Is not this picture calculated 
to arouse them ? 

These two different views are not the offspring of fancy, are not 
the paintings of imagination : no, they are realities ; the dying infidel 
will tell you it is reality ; the dying Christian will, with holy enthu- 
siasm, exclaim, “ It is reality.” Yet with all this before him, a phy- 
sician is too often an infidel ; he heeds not its dictates; he says to 
his conscience ‘‘ be still ;’”? he quickly dissipates all his anxiety in 
surrounding objects and amusements, and soon forgets that the last 
words of his patient were expressive of the most herrid misery, or 
the most hallowed happiness. ‘heir last exclamation will, for a me- 
ment, sing in his ear, then die away for ever! 

But what is it renders him an infidel? °Tis pride: the vanity of 
human nature, that would account for every phenomena by finite 
means, that would frame a theory to explain the structure of man, 
and the processes of life on the same deceptive principles, that would 
reduce him to a mere machine, a complex piece of mechanism ; ’tis 
this natural vanity makes him an infidel. Strange result! who is 
there can contemplate the noble form of man, who can behold how 
‘fearfully and wonderfully he is made,” without the greatest re- 
verence, without an unavoidable ascription of praise to the Divine 
Architect? Wonderful infatuation! 1t was with such pious feelings 
that Young wrote : 


““ Know all; know, infidels—unapt to know! 
“Tis immortality your nature solves ; 
‘Tis immortality deciphers man, * . 
And opens ail the myst’ries of his make. 
Without it, half his instincts are a riddle + 
Without it, all his virtues are a dream. 
His very crimes attest his dignity : 
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His sateless thirst of pleasure, gold, and fame, 
Declares him born for blessings infinite : 

What less than infinite makes unabsurd 

Passions, which all on earth but more inflames ? 
Fierce passions so mismeasured to the scene, 
Stretched out, like eagles’ wings, beyond our nest, 
Far, far beyond the worth of all below, 

For earth too large, presage our nobler flight, 
And evidence our title to the skies.” 


But some there are who are gratifying exceptions to these per- 
nicious principles ; who are a constellation of worthies in the medi- 
cal profession, and whose virtues, talents and piety, will embalm their 
memory when the place which they now hold in the world shall 
have passed away for ever. 

Did I not feango weary the patience of your readers with a longer 
communication, 1 would make a few remarks on the great good that 
might be effected by a physician, who, to a knowledge of his pro- 
fession, joined personal piety ; but for some interesting observations 
on this subject particularly, | will refer to the ‘‘ Memoir of Samuel 
Bard, M.D. LL. D. ina late number of your excellent publication. 

The foregoing remarks were suggested by reading in a French 
Magazine, a ‘* Review of an Address delivered by John Stearns, M. D. 
before the Medical Society of the State of New-York, in the City of 
Albany, Feb. 2nd, 1820.°°* The editor of that paper laments the 
want of religion ‘‘ in a class of men occupying a distinguished rank 
in society, both in influence and knowledge, but who have always 
been, and are to the present day, classed among the detractors of re- 
ligion.”” He hails this Address as an evidence of religious improve- 
ment in physicians. He concludes his remarks by the following 
observation. ‘* We are permitted to hope that all classes and pro- 
fessions of men will soon unite in advancing the cause of Christianity, 
and both by their example and labours, announce to the whole world, 
this holy religion as a bond of immortality and safety.” 


MEDICUS. 





We have been favoured by a correspondent with an extract, which will form 
a suitable addition to this article. It is taken from an address delivered in 
Hanover, N. H. before the Dartmouth Medical Society, on their first anniversary, 
28th December, 1819, by Esrxezer Atpen, M.D. of Randolph, Massachusetts. 


—— But, I fear to transgress longer on your patience, and must 
therefore bring these hasty sketches to a conclusion, after having 
mentioned one other qualification, which, although last, and perhaps 
the most uncommon, is by far the most important of any which has 
been described. It will doubtless be understood, that I refer to a 
firm and unwavering belief in the truths of divine revelation. By 
this is intended not a simple assent of the understanding, but an ope- 
rative principle affecting the heart, and manifesting itself in the life 
and conduct. 


* Sce Review of this Address in C. H. Voi. V1. 
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Let the Physictan, in other respects, be ever so well prepared te 
discharge the duties of his office, yet if deficient in this, his religious 
patients will often have occasion to lament, with tears of affection, 
one thing thou lackest. His connexions with society are so numerous, 
his conduct so constantly and minutely inspected, and his influence 
so extensive, that he needs some higher principle than human philo- 
sophy can supply, to enable him faithfully and punctually to fulfil 
those various obligations, which rest upon him. Next to the ministers 
of religion, he has it in his power to promote the spiritual interests 
of those with whom he is connected, more effectually than any indi- 
vidual in the community. Indeed, in some instances, his opportuni- 
ties are more favourable than those of the regular attendant on the 
other. He can select the most eligible moment for conveying in- 
struction, and bears some resemblance to a religiowgtract, the effect 
of which, although unseen, is not on that account the less surprising 
and beneficial. How often is the physician called to witness cases 
of deep despondency, bordering on derangement, arising from im- 
proper views of the character of the Deity ; how often does his 
sympathetic eye penetrate beyond the thin veil of the slight bodily 
complaints for which he is requested to prescribe, to mental dis- 
quietude and harassing fears, which his patient wauts confidence to 
communicate ; and how delightful on such occasions to assume the 
office of a Christian friend, to pour balm into his wounds, and to 
bring before him those consolations, with which the world is un- 
acquainted. 

Some of you, gentlemen, have often witnessed the success with 
which such exertions have been crowned, and have found that they 
have been productive of effects, which could not have been expected 
from the administration of any article which the Materia Medica 
affords. 

Not unfrequently the physician finds himself unsuccessful after his 
most anxious and well directed efforts, and endures the painful morti- 
fication of beholding the disease advance with a sure and steady pro- 
gress towards a fatal termination. When duty requires him to dis- 
close the truth, and to anticipate the awful result, how consoling to 
the patient and his friends, if he is able to commend him to that great 
Physician, whose skill is never baffled, and to direct him to that 
fountain, whose waters can wash away the deepest infections. 

In other instances, his own reputation, which, next to the rewards 
of an approving conscience and the approbation of his final Judge, 
he values every other consideration, is furiously attacked by the en- 
venomed tongue of slander. The very catastrophe which he de- 
plores, and which no human skill could have averted, is imputed to 
his ignorance or rasliness; and he is virtually held up to public ab- 
horrence and detestation, as the cause of the distress, which he so 
sincerely deprecates. Then, if not before, he will realize the ne- 
cessity of some principle to sustain him under the pressure of his 
accumulated trials, and to raise him above the smiles er frowns of 
those who are wholly incompetent to appreciate the feelings which 
agitate the inmost recesses of his heart. 
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In one word, religious principle is at the foundation of all true ex- 
cellence in the profession of medicine. It furnishes the physician 
with the purest motives for the regulation of his conduct ; it affords 
his patents the best pledge that he will be faithful in the discharge 
of his duties ; it produces that calmness and equanimity, which is 
necessary to enable him to submit with cheerfulness to those various 
privations to which he is hourly exposed ; it occasions resignation 
and serenity under every trial ; and, as he opproaches the termina- 
tion of his labours, it buoys him on the wings of faith and hope, and 
epens to his delighted prospect all the rewards and enjoyments of 
the heavenly world. 


—— 


ORIGIN OF MR. SCOTT’S COMMENTARY : 


In a Letter from the Rev. J. B. Pewtress to the Rev. Moses Fisher, of 
Liverpool. 


My pear Sin,—In answer to your request respecting the cir- 
cumstance which led the late Rev. Mr. Scott to undertake his Notes 
and Comments on the Holy Scriptures, the following may be de- 
pended upon as,strictly correct. Being in the habit of visiting an old 
acquaintance, who was concerned in various publications, he one day 
asked me if I knew, and could recommend him to, some popular 
minister, who might be induced to undertake a work of that kind, it 

,being his intention to embark in sucha concern. I answered that I 
did not. On my taking leave of him, he pressed me to take it into 
consideration ; buf, not altogether approving the motive, I gave it no 
further thought at that time. 

On visiting the same person about a month afterwards, and giving 
him the same answer as before, he replied, ‘‘I know you are ac- 
quainted with many evangelical ministers of different denominations, 
and you certainly could recommend me to one at least among them 
all ;’? and he pressed me to the further consideration of it ; but still 
I felt no inclination to take any thought concerning it. It was some 
weeks before I called again, when the same subject was brought for- 
ward, and it was in the course of conversation with him that Mr. 
Scott came into my mind, whose name I mentioned, adding, that I did 
not know one who might answer his purpose better, ifso well. His 
reply was, “ He is the man. But how can I get access to him? will 
you allow me to make use of your name ?”’ | answered, “ Yes ; but 
do not think it will be of any service to you. I certainly have been 
acquainted with Mr. Scott some years, and I have a very high opinion 
of him; but I have no expectation that be will comply with your re- 
quest.” He went, however, to him, and told him his errand. Mr. 
Scott expressed his astonishment at such an application, saying, that 
he could not think of it, for that he was altogether incompetent to 
such an undertaking, and wished to know who recommended him. 
The answer was, ‘‘ Mr. Pewtress.”? “I know Mr. Pewtress very 
well,” replied he ; ‘* but what does he know of my ability to write 
Notes on the Bible ?”? and upon his returning the same answer ge 
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before, the publisher left him. Not many weeks after, he renewed 
his application, which (as Mr. Scott afterwards said) caused him to 
think there was something extraordinary in it ; and although he was 
of the same mind as before, he would, nevertheless, in order to 
satisfy him, make the attempt on some chapter of the Bible, which 
he did, and, having found great pleasure therein, entered into an en- 
gagement to prosecute the work. I am, my dear sir, yours most 


cordially, J.B. PEWTRESS. 
Brighton, June 26, 1822. 
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MISSIONARY FRUIT TREES.* 


AttuoucH the fruits of warmer latitudes may be of superior fla- 
vour to any which our gardens and orchards produce, still there is 
much reason for adopting the common opinion that for constant use 
we should be better satisfied with our own than with the fruits of a 
tropical clime. It is probable that no one species of “ fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind,” exhibits so many varieties in colour 
and flavour as our well known apple. Who can gaze on their beau- 
teous hues, partly concealed under a covering of green, or inhale 
the fragrance which they send forth when deposited for a season in 
the storehouse, or regale his taste with those which are selected for 
the desert, without blessing the great Creator, by whom not only the 
stars were placed in the firmament, but who also caused to grow 
‘* every tree which is pleasant to the sight and good for food ?”— 
And while we are thus receiving with gratitude the bounties of pro- 
vidence which are still left to us from the ruins of Paradise, shall we 
not also remember with more thankful emotions that a way of access 
is opened to that loveliest tree in Eden—the tree of life? Nor 
should we forget that ‘‘ the leaves of the tree were intended for the 
healing of the nations,” but cheerfully consecrate a portion of the 
fruits which perish, to aid in conveying the fruits of immortality to 
the dying heathen. For this purpose, might it not be well if some 
particular trees in every orchard and garden were permanently set 


apart as Missionary Fruit Trees? And now also, that the season of 


the year suitable for transplanting trees is at hand, shall not the 
children of each family be encouraged to transfer from the nursery 
to vacant places in the fields and gardens those germs, whose fruit in 
future years shall under their direction be appropriated to Missionary 
purposes ? 

Let no parent fear to multiply or strengthen too far the bonds by 
which we are attached to the cause of benevolence. That Mission- 
ary fruit tree, just springing from the earth, will, it is feared, have 
ofttimes opened its blossoms to the vernal sun, before we shall have 
occasion to say, forbear! to him that casts into the treasury of the 
Lord. By every pleasing association then, let us endeavour to im- 


* This article is copied from an interesting work entitled “ Tax Prrerm ;” 
published monthly, in New Haven, Conn. which merits a better patronage than, 
we believe, it has. 
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press the wants of the heathen on the minds of the young. And 
surely none can be more so, than those which are furnished by trees 
and gardens.—Years of vicissitude had passed away when Alonzo was 
permitted to revisit the scenes of his childhood. A thousand objects 
brought fresh to his remembrance companions and joys that were de- 
parted, but not one of them spoke such a language to his soul as that 
tree under whose branches the fowls of the air might lodge, and which, 
when a seedling, he had delighted to surround with the mimic, 
inclosure. 


ees 


ANECDOTE. 


A certarn learned and wealthy Clergyman of the Establishment, 
a short time ago, met a poor man who resided in his parish, and in- 
quired the cause of his not being more frequently at Church? The 
man replied, that he had lately attended at the Meeting, and when 
asked why he left the Church, and gave his sanction to illiterate and 
enthusiastic preachers, he stated that he could edify more at the 
Meeting. ‘* Edify more!’’ exclaimed the Rector, warmly, ‘ non- 
sense, you may edify at the Church if you will.” ‘* Perhaps so, 
Sir,” said the man, “ but as religion is a personal thing, and as I think 
{ get most good to my soul at Meeting, I conceive I am bound to go 
there ; besides which, you know, Sir, the laws of my country allow 
me to gothere.”? ‘* No such thing,” replied the Rector, ‘* I say you 
ought to go to Church, you will get most good there, or if you do not 
it is not your fault, your Minister will have to answer for that; it 
will make no difference to you if you do your duty in going there 
whether you profit or not.” ‘* Indeed, Sir,’’ said the man, “ I fear 
that may not be exactly the case, for I read that tf the blind lead the 
blind, they BOTH shall fall into the ditch.” 


GRACE. 


‘* The love of grace in another, is a good proof of the life of grace 
in ourselves.’’—Meap. 





' From the London Home Missionary Magazine. 


AUTUMN. 
tn nature’s page the godly mind And warns it not that we should be 
May ever sound instruction find, As Christains, like a fruitful tree ? 
For all the works of God impart How much the man his heart deceives 
Important lessons to the heart. Who does but bear profession’s leaves 
Now teeming Autumn’s fruits appear The fruitful tree a thought supplies 
To crown the labours of the year, Of that fair tree that never dies ; 
And now to Him our thanks are due ‘Tax Tree or Lire for food or shade, 
Who adds to seedtime, harvest too. Which heals the wounds that sin has made. 
But while His goodness crowns the year, We praise our God for Autumn’s store, 
The fruitful tree demands a tear, Our native sin our souls deplore, 
And silently its clusters tell Our fruitlessness with pain we feel, 
fhe test by which our father fell. Our wounds we bring to Christ to heal. 
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Kuteligewce, 


IRELAND.—Tue Famine—Svunpay Scnoots. 


To tue eye of the Christian, the philanthropist, and the politician, Ireland 
presents an awful picture. Of this wretched country it may be said, “‘ He turn- 
eth rivers into a wilderness, and the water springs into dry ground; a fruitful 
land into barrenness, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein.” Misery 
is predominant in almost every scene, and actual starvation appears at only the 
distance of a single step from thousands! The misery, famine, pestilence, and 
death under which Ireland has groaned for the last six months, has excited the 
sympathies of their British neighbours, and also the compassion of some of our 
own countrymen, and they have afforded her some relief; yet multitudes have 
died of hunger, or the consequent diseases, and multitudes more are enduring 
all the horrors of disease and prospective famine, though it is said they bear it 
with a degree of patience that would excite astonishment in a foreigner. Amongst 
the various expedients to which they have resorted to support life, we observe 
some have sought present relief by digging up (as early as July) their potatoes, 
when they were not larger than walnuts, and required the product of as much 
land forone meal, as would afford a fortnight’s supply in a few wecks afterward, 
This plan, wherever resorted to, would inevitably cause another famine. The 
teachers of their schools go out to inquire for the absent scholars, and find they 
are gone for the only meal they have for the day, or at home so weak and sickly 
for the want of food, that they cannot attend; or they are sick with the fever ; 
or are gone with their parents to beg. The schoolmasters and readers of the 
Baptist Irish Society are represented to be in the greatest distress. “ Their state 
is truly deplorable—relief or death is inevitable.” They are treated as the off- 
scouring of the earth by the majority, and by others are told they are not ob- 
jects of charity. 

But amidst all this temporal distress, the condition of Ireland is by far more 
deplorable in a moral point of view. The ignorance and superstition which so 
generally prevails among the lower orders open an avenue to spiritual death, as 
wide and as certain as famine does to temporal death; and if the latter calamity 
ought, as doubtless it had, to excite the sympathies of those who have bread to 
eat, and make them willing to impart of their abundance to feed the hungry and 
clothe the naked, the former ought surely to excite a deeper and more lasting inte- 
rest in their behalf, and arouse to greater exertions in sending them the bread 
of life, that they may eat thereof and not die! 

Sir Henry Sidney, in a letter from Ireland, addressed to Queen Elizabeth, in the 
sixteenth century, suggested the plan of employing the natives of the Highlands 
of Scotland as ministers among the native Irish. ‘‘ For the remote places,” says 
he, “ where the Englishe tongue is not understood, it is most necessarie that soche 
be chosen as can speake Irishe. I do wishe, (but this is most humbly under your 
highness’s correction,) that you would write to the regente of Scotlande, where, 
as J learn, there are many of the reformede churches, that are of this language ; 
and though, for awhile, your majestie were at some charge, it were well bestow- 
ede, for in a short time thousands would be gained to Christ, that nowe are lost, 
or left at woorst.” ‘Though this suggestion was made more than three hundred 
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years ago, it was left, we believe, for the “ Baptist Irish Society” to be the first to 
avail themselves of the important, and rational, and pious recommendation of 
Sir Henry, The Rev. Mr. M‘Kaag, a native of the Highlands, having received a 
suitable education at Bradford Academy, is most usefully employed ia preaching 
in the county of Mayo (Connaught) in native Irish. 

This society, instituted about eight years ago, have done great good both by 
their day schools and their readers of the Irish Scriptures. The number of 
schools now amount to 90, with 7,000 children, and the number of readers is 
twenty-six, some of whom are wholly employed in reading the Scriptures, and 
the others on the Sabbath only. 

The “ Irish Society for Education in the Irish language,” was established in 
Dublin, ia 1816, and has now 47 stationary schools containing 2,078 scholars, of 
whom 888 are adults ; beside these, six masters, on the circulatory system, inspect 
and control ten schools each. Sunday schools have been formed in the neigh- 
bourhood of each station where a fixed master is placed, to be under his care, 
and to be superintended by his daily scholars: by this means it is expected that 
between 60 and 100 new schools may be formed in the course of the year ensuing. 
There has also been something done towards forming schools in some of the jails. 

An important addition is making to the stock of Irish books by the publication 
of the Scriptures in the Irish character: the books of Genesis and Exodus are 
published. , 

In the year 1809, the “‘ Hibernian Sunday School Society” was formed in 
Dublin, but a few years afterward its designation was changed to that of the 
** Sunday School Society for Ireland.” The number of schools assisted by this 
society during the last year was 1,558, having 156,255 scholars reported in at- 
tendance, being an increase over the former year of 205 schools, and 20,255 
scholars, Of the 1,558 schools, 163, containing 11,407 scholars, have been merg- 
ed in other schools, or have been discontinued from untoward circumstances. 
The issues from the Depository, either gratuitously or at reduced prices, have 
been, in the past year, 1,022 Bibles, 17,574 Testaments, 46,842 Spelling Books, 
15,209 Alphabets, and 3,449 Cards for adults. The receipts during the same pe- 
riod were $15,791], and the expenditures somewhat less. 

The last annual report, from which this statement is drawn, is a document of 
great importance, and evidences a great degree of zeal on the part of the mana- 
gers. We think a few extracts will not be uninteresting to our readers. 


Amrpst the gloom which the state of Ireland for the last six months 
is well calculated to spread over the minds of all who are interested 
in her welfare or character—amidst the progress which a lawless and 
disaffected spirit has made in some populous districts of this country, 
producing, as its natural effect, acts of outrage and of blood, it is the 
consoling and gratifying duty of your Committee to report the exten- 
sion and prosperity of the cause committed to their care, which in 
its operation is calculated to unite the different orders of society in a 
band of mutual love and mutual improvement ; and which carries in 
its train the blessings of individual happiness, of social order and do- 
mestic peace, founded, not on the varying and shifting basis of world- 
ly interest or political expediency, buat on the imperishable and en- 
nobling principles of Christian truth, treasured up in the tenacious 
memories of youth, addressed to their consciences, and in many in- 
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stances, it is hoped, impressed upon their hearts. Such are some of 
the characteristics of the system of Sunday School instruction ; and in 
stating, that within the past year there has been an increase of 205 
schools, and that the reports from those formerly established are ge- 
nerally most favourable, your Committee cannot refrain, in the first 
instance, from ascribing the praise, as is infinitely due, to Him who 
is the Author and Finisher of every good counsel and every just 
work, persuaded that in his wrath he remembereth mercy, and from 
looking forward with the humble and cheering hope, that, warned by 
his judgments which have recently visited this land, its inhabitants 
will at length learn that righteousness which truly exalteth a nation, 
and whose fruit is invariably quietness and peace. 

In reporting the state of the schools in connexion with your Society, 
it is impossible not to advert to the circumstances of the country, and 
the causes which appear to have led to the late disturbances in Ire- 
land, as far as they are connected with the subject of education. 

Whatever may have been the immediate causes of irritation, which 

i have excited the spirit of insurrection, that has unhappily so much 

F prevailed in parts of this country, it is evident, that some disorder 
must have previously existed in the moral constitution of the people, 
some predisposition t@ the contagion of sedition, whence has origin- 
ated the rapid and easy spread of its poisonous and noxious principles 

—the ready furtherance of, or submission to the tyrannical dictates of 

i a lawless combination, and the willing perpetration of the prescribed 
deeds of outrage and blood. It is impossible not to trace in the 
progress of this daring insurrection, among other features, those.of 

wayward and misguided ignorance of the laws of God, and contempt 

; a for those of man ; which working on passions never subjected to ear- 
{ ly restraint or discipline, have led the unhappy peasantry of those 
i districts to cast off the influence of their superiors, and seduced by 
: the sophistry of obscure legends, or artful interpretations of prophe- 
/ cy, to attempt, by the efforts of a banditti, the desperate project of 
arresting the steady course of British law, and of subverting the 
massy fabric of the British empire. Whatever then may have been 
; the immediate cause or concurrent causes of disaffection, the absence 
: of early religious instruction and moral culture has been, incontro- 
vertibly, one principal source whence these waters of bitterness have 
: flowed ; and this is corroborated by the records of your society, by 
contrasting the state of Sunday School instruction in the North of Ire- 
i land, with that in the South, which has been the scene of disturbance. 
' Your Committee lament the more this deficiency of Sunday Schools 
in the South, as those which exist there have generally answered the 
expectations of their benevolent and zealous conductors: nor do 
your Committee know that there are any institutions more faithfully 
governed, nor any children more affectionately and carefully taught. 
For their conductors, who thus standing alone, have set this laudable 
example to their neighbours, your Committee would express the 
warmest esteem, while they cannot but indulge the hope, that when 
the storm and the whirlwind of human passion shall have subsided, 
the voice of Christian instruction will go forth, and cause the wilder- 
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nes¢ to rejoice, and to blossom as the rose. Yet while the mind 
dwells with the warmest interest on these isolated exertions of genu- 
ine benevolence, with what cordial delight must it contemplate the 
state of those districts where Sunday School education prospers— 
where the resident gentry, or landed proprietor, are not tempted to 
abandon their benevolent plans, overwhelmed in observing the pre- 
dominance of evil, and the scanty co-operation which they can pro- 
cure; but where they find in every subordinate rank, active and 
qualified agents to convey to the willing minds of the population the 
living oracles of God—where the parochial and other ministers, not 
limited in their valuable designs to their own exertions and those of 
their families, see among their parishioners and congregations many 
anxious to carry their jabours into effect, by teaching the young under 
their superintendence, all that a Christian should believe and do to 
his soul’s health. And even in places where Sunday Schools possess 
not the advantage of such superintendence and patronage, it is grate- 
ful to perceive the farmers and their families, the country school- 
master and the village tradesman, with exemplary benevolence under- 
taking this labour of love, and zealously and efhiciently endeavouring 
to train up the children of their neighbourhood in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. It is also truly astonishing with what per- 
severance and success they have continued their exertions—without 
patronage—without money—frequently without a suitable house in 
which to hold their school, they have removed it from place to place 
—assembling one class in one private house, and another class in an- 
other——adopting any expedient rather than discontinue their useful 
labours ; and nevertheless, in this irregular manner they have fre- 
quently produced the happiest effect on the characters and conduct 
of their pupils, and sometimes have, after much difficulty, succeeded 
in establishing a permanent school, and in building a convenient house 
by the gratuitous labour of their poor neighbours. In some dis- 
tricts, Sunday Schools have multiplied so much, that there are im- 
dividual parishes in the North of lreland, where more children are 
under Sunday School instruction than in some of the populous South- 
ern counties. It may indeed be too sanguine to say, that where this 
valuable system does predominate, sedition cannot enter, nor outrage 
occur ; your Committee are well aware that other causes do conduce 
to preserve the tranquillity of the North, and to exasperate the dis- 
turbances in the South, nor would they attribute more than its due 
influence to Sunday School instruction ; but it is surely safe to affirm, 
that this mode of education places strong and numerous obstacles to 
the contagion of lawlessness and disaffection. The life and spirit of 
sedition consist insecret associations, cemented by unlawful and secret 
oaths; the most common effect of Sunday School instruction is au 
unreserved confidence and mutual affection between the higher and 
lower classes of society: the object of insurrection is to seize or to 
destroy the property of the gentry, the clergy, and the farmers ; the 
Sunday School system presents their superiors to the eyes of the 
poor in the endearing aspect of the instructers and friends of their 
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children. Nor are the hearts of parents insensible to this appeal : 
the correspondents of your Society bear frequent testimony to the 
gratitude of fathers and mothers, for the attention paid to their little 
ones ; they have been frequently induced to attend at the school, to 
listen to the instruction which their children receive; they have 
often been led to an attendance on public worship, which they had 
hitherto neglected, and have, in many instances, assisted their chil- 
dren in preparing their lessons during the week for the ensuing Sun- 
day: they therefore sympathize in the benevolent designs of the 
higher classes for their improvement, and will not probably listen to 
the suggestions of the turbulent and disaffected. Thus the influence 
of the Sunday School system is not to be limited to the number of 
children reported in attendance, it will more or less extend to their 
domestic circle ; and if it be computed that there are, onan average, 
but three other members of the family, it will be evident to how 
large a number of persons this salutary influence may be expected to 
reach, and how imperative the duty, and awakening the interest to 
institute Sunday Schools as widely as possible through all parts of this 
land, that peace and happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety, 
may be established in the hearts and lives of its inhabitants. Nor 
should those despair who can only reclaim a small portion of the po- 
pulation around them, while a wide waste remains uncultivated. A 
few years since many of those districts which now contain numerous 
and flourishing Sunday Schools, were entirely destitute of these 
institutions : perseverance and zeal have succeeded in placing them 
in their present situation. Moreover, the example of one well edu- 
cated and pious person may produce much effect on his connexions 
and friends—the influence of one reformed and well instructed fami- 
ly, may be of vast advantage to those who come in contact with it ; 
and thus the few now under instruction may tend to leaven the whole, 
and the next generation may perhaps see the difficulties which impede 
education removed, and those children who now as learners attend 
the schools, will be qualified to act as teachers, first of their own fa- 
milies, and then of their poorer and ignorant neighbours—a prospect 
which it is truly delightful for any benevolent mind to contemplate. 
Your Committee have considered it to be their duty, in the present 
state of Ireland, to dwell thus longion the political and civil advan- 
tages of Sunday School instruction, although they well know that the 
objects at which your Society principally aim, as far exceed in value 
any earthly good, as eternity is more enduring than time. They have 
the pleasure of stating, that the higher objects of Sunday School 
instruction have been in several instances attained ; for the commu- 
nications of your correspondents testify that marks of religious im- 
provement are frequently manifest, both in the children and their 
parents. The holy Sabbath more strictly and piously observed—the 
holy Scriptures carefully read, committed to memory, and studied in 
many families in which that sacred book had hitherto been a stranger 
—public worship more numerously and reverently attended, and a 
thirst for religious knowledge increased through the neighbourhood, 
so as to render the religious circulating libraries, which have latterly 
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been in some instances attached to the Schools, objects of eager 
pursuit among the families of the poor. These have been reported as 
some of the results of Sunday School instruction, and these means of 
religious improvement have not been used in vain. It is generally 
reported that a great moral change has been effected on the children 
who have been educated in Sunday Schools; they frequently bear 
evidence to the value of the instruction which they have received, 
by their blameless and exemplary lives; they often become useful 
teachers in the Schools where they had been themselves educated, 
and in some instances have become heads of families, discharging 
their important duties so as to exhibit a marked difference between 
their children and those of their uneducated neighbours. In the 
hours of affliction, of sickness, and of death, instances have occurred, 
in which the pupils of these Schools have afforded comfort and con- 
solation to the sufferers, or have been themselves supported by the 
principles of true religion, which they had imbibed in these Insti- 
tutions. | 

The experience of more than twelve years has given full trial to 
the Sunday School system in Ireland. During that period its benefi- 
cial nature has been fully proved ; it has procured the approbation 
of the statesman, from its tendency to produce subordination and 
social order ; it bas received the cordial assistance of the benevolent, 
as calculated to promote domestic and individual happiness ; and it 
has called forth the active co-operation and friendship of many Chris- 
tians, as being a means likely to turn many from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God. 


WESTERN AFRICA.—Care Monrserapo. 


THERE are various opinions existing amongst good and wise men respecting 
the project of forming a colovy of our free blacks on the western coast of Africa. 
For our own parts we are decidedly in favour of the plan; we believe the 
object is quite attainable, and that great and lasting benefit is to be derived, by 
both the colonists and the natives, when such an institution shall have become 
well regulated and permanently established. 

But however various the opinions of men may be on this point, all will agree 
that the United States’ government have adopted a wise, humane, and just policy 
im attempting to put a stop to the horrors of the slave trade on that coast, so far 
as it is carried on by those miserable wretches in human shape, over whom our 
government have a legal control; who disgrace their country and the American 
name, as well as violate the laws of God. and man, by plundering the blood of 
their fellow-creatures. There seemed to be no other method of rendering the 
liberated slaves a lasting service, but by establishing a colony for their reception, 
where they could be christianized, and civilized, ang rendered capable of self- 
government. ‘The experiment had been successfully tried at Sierra Leone, and no 
greater effort would probably be required to form a colony that should afford an 
asylum for the slaves taken by the American ships of war. In the prosecution of 
this object, the government have derived much aid and useful information from 
the Colonization Society ; and the Society, in turn, have derived a support and 
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co-operation from the government, which has greatly facilitated its advances: 
Though the labours of neither have been as successful as the most sanguine friends 
of freedom might have expected, still enough has been done to show that what- 
ever some may have thought, the project was by no means Eutopian. It is true 

the sacrifices}have been immensely great, but we should not forget our obligations 
to bleeding Africa! We should not forget how utterly impossible it is to make 
entire restitution for the wrongs our citizens have done her ; we should not forget 
that this object is immensely important, being no less than ultimately to give to 
Africa a free and inflependent government, founded on the principles of the Gos- 
pel, and of equal rights. 

The researches of Messrs. Mills and Burgess, during their mission in 1818, 
made a valuable accession to the information of the Society respecting the west- 
ern coast of Africa. The sad history of the first colony, consisting of eighty- 
nine individuals, which sailed from this city on the 6th of February, 1820, is but 
too familiar to us all. Since that time other companies have been sent out, which 
we cannot further notice at present, but will proceed to communicate some more 
recent intelligence, reported to the Society on the 23d of August last, by their 
agent, Dr. E. Ayres. 

On the 7th of January last he arrived at the settlement on Cape Montserado, 
with his labourers, from Sierra Leone, and found the native kings were dispose@ 
to recede from their bargain respecting the land purchased for the colony, With- 
out paying any regard to these difficulties, Dr. Ayres unloaded the vessel, aud 
after she had sailed, he, with Mr. Nicholson and five of the colonists, repaired to 
a place appointed for a palaver. After some delay, an interview Was obtained, 
and the interpreter demanded their object in coming to Africa. This inquiry be- 
ing answered by Dr. A., one of the kings said the land did not belong to them 
alone, but to all the kings, and it was necessary to consult the whole before they 
gave a final answer. 

The kings being all called, their answer was, that they were not willing to let 
Dr. Ayres have the land, and that he must take back the money and goods which 
captain Stockton had paid them. Aftera long palaver, they had the goods placed 
before Dr. A., and requested him to point out what was lacking, which he did 
They then insisted that the colonists should take the goods to the beach them- 
selves, and as they refused to do this, the kings became clamorous, and some were 
intoxicated. Dr. Ayres and his companions determined to leave them, and settle 
the matter next day; but they said the palaver must be settled then, and began 


to arm themselves with guns, spears, knives, &c., and show some intentions te 
detain them by force. 


But [had (says Dr. A.) received a very contemptuous opinion of 
their courage, and conceiving this a critical time to impress them with 
an idea of our superiority, 1 determined not to be compelled by them. 
T requested Mr. Nicholson to walk round and count their muskets. :He 
counted sixtv, and we conjectured that there were twenty more dispers- 
ed through the woods, apd, in all, two hundred men, who were opposed 
to our going. We had but two muskets and two swords. ‘To those 
unacquainted with the African character, it would appear like rash- 
hess in us to attempt to oppose them ; but they had shown such great 
dread at the name of captain Stockton and of our shipping, that 1 was 
well convinced they would not be the first to attack. I gave our peo- 
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vle strict orders not to be the aggressors, but if they should attack us, 
io charge them boldly ; set fire to their town in the vicinity of the 
cunpowder,.and then make our escape before the explosion. Mr. 
Nicholson took the lead, our five coloured people in the centre, and 
i brought upthe rear. In this order we started, and then commenced 
the most horrid scene of confusion: the bells rung, the war horns 
blew, and the shrill war whoop proceeded from every mouth: such 
was the noise that we could with difficulty make ourselves heard at 
any rate. As we passed through the town, I discovered our two 
Kroomen sitting in a but under guard. I stopped to talk with them, 
but could not persuade them to start with us: while engaged here, I 
got separated from our people and lost sight of them ; I was surreund- 
ed by a great many natives, but they kept at a very respectable dis- 
tance from both Nicholson and myself. 1 passed on to the skirts of 
the town, where I found Mr. Nicholson waiting for me, but none of our 
people were there. We went back to search for them, and found 
them near where I had separated from them; one stood with his rifle 
between his legs, and as many as could get hold had secured each 
end of it. John Fisher, being very tall, held his gun perpendicular- 
ly out of the reach of those who were round him trying to puil his 
arm down to get hold of it. As Nicholson and myself approached 
them, with drawn swords, they immediately dispersed, and in no case 
did they come within reach of us. At this time, king Peter sent me 
word that if I would come back a few minutes, and make owt a fist of 
the goods on ‘hand, and specify what was deficient, we could then go 
away peaceably, and the palaver would be ended. ‘Wishing much to 
avoid all disputes with them, I thought it best to make another attempt 
to settle the business before I wentaway. Mr. Millis their scrive- 
ner, and they will make no book without his being present. After I 
had returned to the palaver hall, search was made for him, but he 
could not be found. ‘Ihe king said, as Mr. Mill was gone, the busi- 
ness could not be settled that evening ; but, if 1 would stay till morn- 
ing, he would send for him, and we would have the business settled. 
ft had now become.quite- dark, and I thought it better to yield to his 
solicitations. No sooner was it known that I had consented to stay 
all night, than ail confusion ceased through the town, though it was 
still keptup through the woods for sometime after. They then ap- 
peared to strive with each other who should be most accommodating. 
‘The king gave me his best house, and pulled off-his royal robes to 
make me abed. Ina short time supper was set for us, consisting of 
rice, plantains, banannas and fowls nicely cooked. ‘The utmost har- 
mony and good will appeared to subsist among all classes. These 
people are possessed of a truly amiable disposition, where they have 
not been vitiated by an intercourse with the miscreant whites who 
have traded on the coast. 

The next morning, the king sent a message for Mr. Mill to come 
and make out the list of articles. Several of the kings likewise visit- 
ed Mill and old Carrey. The day passed off and Mill did not come. 
i spent this day in a very interesting manner, viewing their customs, 
their games and exercises. Shortly after the kings had returnedfrom 
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old Carrey’s, I was told they had formed a plan for carrying me inte 
the interior ofthe country, and there keep me until captain Stockton 
should return. I at first gave no credit to the report. 1 sent one of 
our Kroomen to the island, to inform our people of every thing that 
passed, and gave them directions to keep a strict guard, and be ready 
to come to our assistance, if we should stand in need. In this way 
the day passed, without seeing any thing of Mr. Mill. Next morn- 
ing the intelligence was strongly confirmed, that they intended, if 
they could, to make a prisoner of me, and take me into the interior. 
I was likewise assured that this was a plan of old Carrey’s, whose 
island was within musket shot of our’s. He feared, if I returned, I 
should destroy his town, in revenge for the insult | had received from 
his people, who were very active in the fray of the first evening. 
As Mr. Mill did not come this third morning, I addressed a nete to 
him, telling him I understood that our difficulties with the kings ori- 
ginated principally with him and old Carrey ; that I had waited all 
the day before for him ; and if he did not now come, he should answer 
for it at his peril. This message brought him forth. I at this time 
believed Mr. Mili to be our enemy, I have since had reason to doubt. 
its being so, and now I believe he is as friendly to our cause as any 
person. After Mill came, I saw no disposition in the kings to bring 
our cause to an issue ; | therefore sent one of our men to the island, 
to fetch as many of our men as could be safely spared, and to let them 
be well armed. After I thought this messenger had had time to ar- 
range things on the island, and be on his way back, I sent word to the 
kings that I had waited on them a long time, and nothing had been 
done, | would now wait two hours longer, and if they did not come 
and settle our business in that time, I would start for home ; and if I 
received any molestation on my passage, I would cut off the heads of 
every king present. This brought them forward at once. King Pe- 
ter and king Willey came into my tent and said, that in rolling the bar- 
rel of rum up from the beach, a stave broke, and the rum was all 
lost ; and rolling up the tobacco, a stave broke, and one third, of the 
tobacco was lost, although the barrel stood at my elbow, entirely 
whole in its staves, but one head out and nearly all the tobacco gone. 
J pretended to give credit to their assertions, and told them I would 
make them a present of the tobacco which was left, to be divided 
among all the kings. In afew minutes we made out the required 
list, and they began moving the goods to the beach, and we started 
for home. On our way we met our people coming with fixed bay- 
onets, and well disposed to use them if occasion required. 

Peace and harmony being restored, trade flowed in upon us from 
all quarters. I was daily solicited by kings from different quarters, 
to quit that place and to go with them. They said they would give 
me as much land as I wanted. I found that the objection which had 
been raised to our settling on the Cape, applied only to that part 
which laid between a line drawn opposite to our island and the point 
of the Cape, and arose from a peculiar sanctity supposed to be at- 
tached to that place on account of its peculiar formation. Below this 
spot, which is called the Devil’s Bush, they had no more objection to 
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our settling than on any other place, and bere I determined to build 
ourtown. My attention was first turned to making a vault to secure 
our powder. This was done by turning an arch of stone over a small 
vault, The natives were struck with great surprise at this; they 
would sit by the hour and look at the workmen. They would say, 
Well, who ever heard before of thatching a house with rocks !. Well, 
white man dves.beat the Devil! King George lived at the foot of the 
mount, and laid claim to the whole of the Cape as his lawful right. 
Although this tract was included in our first purchase, I thought it 
would be better to purchase a right of him, separately, at the price 
ofa few gallons of rwm, than to have any noise about taking possession 
of it. I therefore contracted with him for a settlement below the 
Devil’s Bush, and immediately commenced working on it. 


Sickness, though not of a very serious character, commenced early in Febru- 
ary, and but few of the colonists escaped. In the month of March, Dr. Ayres 
went to Freetown, and having made a final settlement of his business there, 
sailed again for Cape Montserado on the 2d of April, with the remaiader of the 
property and colonists. ° 

On arriving at the Cape, he found the natives and colonists had been engaged 
in a quarrel, which arose from some measures the former had adopted to assist 
the officers and crew of a British prize vessel which had put into the river for 
water. One of the British sailors having, unauthorized, shot two of the natives, 
the next day they collected their forces, and a skirmish took place, in which the 
colonists lost the greater part of their provisions, tools, clothing, and all the 
muskets but those in their own hands. The natives now stopped all trade; and 
in this state of confusion Dr. Ayres found things on his return from Freetown. 
Hostilities having ceased, a convocation of all the kings was called. 


Africa as well as Europe boasts of its holy alliance, and all difficulties 
between nations are settled in a palaver of kings. On this occasion, 
our Boson, king of Condo, and king Brister presided. Boson had ar- 
rived at old Carrey’s with his twenty wives before my return: he 
brought 200 men as far as St. Paul’s, to be in readiness to make war in 
case he could not succeed in procuring peace. ‘The other kings ar- 
rived at king Peter’s town, and many days passed before they could 
be prevailed upon to venture over to Carrey’s town. They were 
equally afraid of our guns and of Boson. They at length ventured 
over after repeated assurances from both of us that we would not dis- 
turb them. After sitting several days in palaver on their own busi- 
ness, on the 24th of April our cause came on before seventeen kings, 
and between thirty and forty half kings. They called upon me to 
state why I had called the palaver. I gave asuccinct account of all 
that bad passed since my arrival in Africa, and a particular one of all 
our concerns with king George. He was then called upon ‘(o answer 
the charges brought against him. 


This he failed to do: and having spent the whole day in hearing the cause, the 
onswer of the kings was promised to be given the next morning. ‘The interpret- 
er informed Dr. A. that the answer would be that he must go away, and then 
hold another palaver, and continue thus to consume time, “ as long as they can get 
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tobacco and rum to support them!” As was anticipated, the kings told them is 
the morning that they must go away ; but 


I was determined to bring the affair to an issue at once, and in a de- 
termined manner told them 4 had purchased fhe land twice over; 1 
had once paid king George, and in part paid the kings in the first 
place: that now 1 would not go away; the land I would have, and 
if they thought they could drive me away, they might make the at- 
tempt as quick as they chose ; that I had not made war yet, but if 
they attempted to drive us from thedand, I would show them what 
fighting was. I would bring ships and batter down all the towns of 
those who opposed us from Cape Mount to the Line. While making 
this speech, | narrowly watched the countenances of kings Brister and 
Boson. Brister showed evident signs of concern, but Boson shook 
his sides very heartily with laughter. By this I found I had touched 
the right chord, and I did not spare invectives. The other kings ap- 
peared uneasy and said one to anather, Oh, look, white man getting 
mad; white getting mad! Boson, to second the impression | had 
made, sent one of his people round to circulate a report, that there 
were four large ships a little way to the southward, making into the 
harbour. ‘This was pronounced to be commodore Mends, who was 
daily expected with his squadron from a cruise to the southward. 
This threw all into confusion, and it was with difficulty we could keep 
the kings together until the business was settled. 

King Boson now came forward for the first time and spoke. He 
said it appeared in evidence, that we had not been to blame in the 
war ; that we had bought the land and paid for it; it was therefore 
ours. That they said I must go away, and J said I would not go; 
ihat it was useless to multiply words about it, but he should like to 
cee the man who would attempt to drive me away. The kings re- 
tired a few minutes and then returned, and said:—H liked the Cape 
1 might have it, they would not receive any thing for it ; but I might 
go there, because I liked that place better than the island. They 
asked what would be done in case another vessel should be wrecked ? 
{ told them that we should protect the crew and property ; that our 
principle was to help all people in distress, let them be who they 
would. They then asked, if there should a slave vessel come inte 
our port, and be attacked by the British, if we would protect the slave 
vessel ?—I told them no ; the slave trade was condemned by all the 
nations of Europe, and I would not protect any vessel that was trading 
contrary to the laws of the country to which it belonged. 

They said during'the remembrance of the oldest of their kings 
there had been no such thing known as war between black man and 
white man, and to prevent any such disaster in future, they had de- 
ereed that old Carrey and | should be brothers, and that king Peter 
should be our common father. If any of Carrey’s men should doany 
thing wrong to me, or to any of our people, [ should not make war on 
that account, but should lay the case before king Peter, and he would 
settle it without war ; and the same thing should take place if Carrey 
received an injury from any of us ; and if any disturbance should arise 
vith any of king Peter’s people and ours, then king Brister was to be 
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the umpire ;—that in any case there should not be war between 
black man and white man. Thus these politicians of nature have 
provided a balance of power. I then asked them if they had any fur- 
ther demand against me for the land, or if they expected at any fu- 
ture time to demand any further pay? They said, No. 

Having now settled our business, I received a hearty shake of the 
hand from most of their sable majesties. They having got over the 
panic from the report of the arrival of a squadron, our island was 
soon filled with kings, lords, nobles, &c. &c. &c. all begging for rum 
and tebacco. 

The next day, 25th of April, we took formal possession of our land, 
by hoisting the American colours, and firing a salute, in the presence 
of all the kings and people. The kings then retired to king Peter’s 
town, to settle other concerns, and to try king George for his misde- 
meanors in the war. They sentenced him to pay five slaves, twenty 
baskets of salt, and to move away with all his people, or have his 
head cut off. He chose the former conditions, and left the place. 


The rainy season now set in, and it was thought mest advisable to leave the 
Cape for Sierra Leone, until the season would admit of their return with safety, 
as their houses were not finished, and there was reason to apprehend the scenes 
ef Campelar might be again experienced. The colonists, however, concluded 
to remain, and Dr. Ayres, having made all necessary arrangements, left them, 
and returned to the United States, to lay before the Society a full account of the 
situation and prospects of the colony. 

Before we close this article we must notice one feature in these proceedings 
which deserves the severest and most unqualified censure, and against which we 
must again bear our testimony. From the manner iu which rum is mentioned in 
the report of Dr. A. there eannot remain a doubt but that the Sod¢iety have au- 
thorized its use as an article or barter with the ignorant natives! This being the 
ease, we would inquire of the Managers if they have thought seriously of this 
thing ; and whether the supplying of the natives with this intoxicating poison is 
the result of their deliberate judgment? Can they expect the blessing of God on 
their labours, if “they do evil that good may come?” Can it benefit the. poor 
African to change the mode of destroying his own soul? And shall a Chrislian 
bear to him the cup of temporal and eternal death? Better, far better is it that 
he be left to roam on his own native hills and plains, and worship the gods which 
bis own hands have made, than to add the sin of drunkenness to that of idolatry : 
for 20 IDOLATERS nor DRUNKARDS shall inherit the kingdom of God. 


UNITED STATES.—Revrvats or Retieron. 





Wuitst we have to lament over the desolations of Zion in our own city, and 


mourn for the destitutions of many parts of our land, there is cause of joy and 
thanksgiving for the numerous tokens of the Lord’s faithfulness and mercy to his 
Church. 

To record these testimonies of his tender love and forgiving grace, forms the 
most pleasing part of our labours, and renders our pages, indeed, the HERALD 
ef good tidings to our patrons. 

In several towns in Vermont, the churches have been refreshed and increased 
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during the past year. The following additions are reported by the general con- 
vention.—Benson, 150; Fairhaven, 40; Westhaven and Whitehall, 30; West- 
fairlee, 30 ; Thetford, 150 ; Newbury, 40; 20 or 30 more being hopeful subjects 
of renewing grace : Bradford, 60; Norwich, two churches, 118, and 30 who have 
not united with the church ; Weathersfield, 100; Springfield, about 130; Sud- 
bury, 30; Wallingford, 26; Tinmouth, 25; Brandon, 50 or 60; Clarendon, 30; 
Randolph, 250; Royalton, 39. In 12 towns in Addison Association, between 8 
and 900 have publicly professed Christ, during the past year; and in North 
Western Association, between 7 and 800; and in many other towns in that state, 
the refreshing showers of divine grace have been poured out, and the churches 
revived. 

Within the bounds of the Long Run Baptist Association, Kentucky, 513 have 
been baptized the present year. In Culpepper Co. Va. there has been a revival, 
and 100 added to a Baptist Church. North Stonington, Conn., and the neigh- 
bouring churches, are now experiencing a revival and awakening, with a prospect 
most encouraging. 

We take great pleasure in presenting to our readers the following account 
of a revival in Tabernacle Academy, at Abbeville, S. C., as, in addition to the 
interesting facts which it details, it contains much good advice. It is extracted 
from the Georgia Missionary. 


‘Tur substance of the following Narrative was communicated to us by gentle- 
men who occupy important stations in the Methodist church, as falling under 
their own observation. 

Tabernacle Academy is one of those primary schools, which are under the spe- 
cial care and direction of the Methodist denomination. Its superintendence is 
committed to Mr. Olin, a gradute of Middlebury College, Vermont. It may be 
proper further to remark that Mr. Olin became a subject of Divine Grace some 
time during the last year, and from that time he felt it his imperious duty to read 
the Scriptures and pray with his scholars—a duty too much neglected in many of 
our Academies. This circumstance, together with the influence of pious example 
in the families where the scholars boarded, had a happy effect in preparing their 
minds fo receive the things of the Spirit of God.—The fallow ground had thus been 
broken up and the seed sown which must be crowned with a rich and precious 
harvest. 

A Camp Meeting near this place commenced on the 15th of July. On the 17th, 
which was Sabbath, the Students all attended, and during preaching appeared 
uncommonly solemn. They begent to feel more pungently than ever the natural 
depravity of their hearts, and the necessity of flyi ing for refuge to the arms of 
their Redeemer. They sought and found mercy in the bleeding wounds of their 
Saviour. On Monday morning fourteen professed to have “experienced that 
change of heart which is a requisite qualification for the kingdom of heaven. 
Of this number there were nine young men from fifteen to twenty years of age, 
whose rank as scholars is by no means inferior. Some of them are prepared te 
enter college in an advanced standing.—The remaining five were young ladies, of 
about the same age and respectable acquirements.. When the Camp Meeting was 
closed, they linked arm and arm and walked in solemn procession to the Academy, 
in order to resume as they thought their studies for the day. The imstructer in- 
troduced the exercises of the school by singing and prayer; but such was the 
manifestation of the Divine Presence and Spirit, and such the anxiety and dis- 
tress of those who had not obtained a hope, that the exercises of the school gave 
way to that requisition of God, which requires us all to seek first the kingdom of 
Heaven and ils righteousness, ond the whole day was spent without intermission 
in prayer an@ praise. During the exercises of that day it is charitably to be be- 
jieved that seven more were born into the kingdom. The Rev. Mr. Capers visited 
the school about a fortnight since, and observ. es there is no visible falling off of 
those young disciples from the liberty with which Christ has made them free. 

From the foregoing narrative, two reflections very naturally suggest them- 
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selves to those parents who feel for the morals, and particularly for the eternal 
welfare of their children. 

1. To commit their tustruction not merely to learned, but pious teachers.—The 
influence which every instructer exerts upon the minds of his pupils is incalca- 
lably great. There are instances, and those not a few, of persons occupying 
this high and responsible station, who not only frequent the haunts of amusement 
and dissipation, but who unhesitatingly avow their disbelief of all experimeatal 
religion, and even of a revelation from heaven. By mimicking the uncouth atti- 
tude of some true worshipper of God—by ridiculing his fervent piety, and by 
attempting to repeat in similar accents the most devout expressions, they create 
in the minds of their scholars a distaste to every thing of a serious nature, and 
learn them to be scoffers themselves. But if, from prudential motives, they do 
not often harp upon their darling themes, they embrace every opportunity, by 
their remarks and inuendos, of infusing their poison into the susceptible and un- 
distinguishing minds of the youth under their care. The writer of these remarks 
very well knows the effects of such instruction, and had well nigh fallen into the 
fatal snare. But a prudent and pious teacher can, without disseminating any 
peculiar sectarian prejudices, take a stand which will enable him to exhibit the 
excellence of piety in his example, to give correct impressions of moral propriety, 
both in conduct and sentiment, and to lead the youthful mind to contemplate the 
great atoning sacrifice as the only medium of salvation. A thousand opportuni- 
ties occur every day for correcting some improper expression, for reproving 
harsh and insolent language which scholars frequently use towards each other, 
and for forming the habits of their minds on the broad basis of doing to each 
ether, as they would have others in similar circumstances do unto them. Those 
he readily embraces from a sense of duty, expecting no other compensation than 
the approbation of his own conscience for having discharged it. [t also can be 
said with truth, that reading the Scriptures and prayer in a school, contributes 
very much in aid of government. Though this exercise is considered by many 
as unnecessary, and by scholars frequently as a task of all others the most tedious ; 
yet many pious persons can date their first serious impressions to this cause, and 
others to the casual sentiments which fell from the lips of his instructer. Parents 
and guardians therefore cannot be too careful in examining the moral qualifica- 
tions of those to whom the instruction of their children and wards are committed, 
As they regard their respectability in life, and their eternal happiness, let them 
intrust their education to those who feel the responsibility of their station, and 
whose precepts and example will be a lesson of morals to them which they cannot 
readily forget. 

2. Nor is it of the least importance to place them in such families as acknow- 
ledge the Scriptures as a rule of faith and practice. Every candid observer must 
acknowledge that those houses are the best regulated where the morning and 
evening sacrifice of prayer is daily offered. At least no countenance is there 
given to immoral and improper conduct. A savoury atmosphere is thrown around, 
whose healthful influence is felt by all who approach it. And if there is any 
thing in training up a child in the way in which he should go, with such an ex} 
ample before him, and such barriers as are here presented, he will be less exposed 
to the temptations which are at the best two thickly strewn in his way, and humanly 
speaking, he will be more likely to embrace that good part which shall never be 
taken from him. Families who have taken boarders sometimes exert an influence 
by no means favourable to the government and discipline of a school. Whatever 
is recommended by a teacher they take special pains to oppose, and often com- 
mend a refractory and disobedient spirit. Ah, little do they think of the conse- 
quences. A word of improper and ill-timed counsel may prove the ruin of those 
te whom they ought to act as guardians and friends. 


THE FEVER.—Homiriation anp Prayer. 


in accordance with the suggestions of the Rev. Clegy, of different denomina- 
tions, the honourable Corporation appointed Friday, the 11th inst., to be observed 
as a day of “ Humiliation and Prayer’’ by the people of this city, on account of 


the afflictive calamity with which Providence has visited us, and requested that 
You. 1X, A4 
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| they would abstain on that day from all servile labour and worldly amusements, 
sj and that it might be spent in the religious worship of Almighty God. We are 


: not able to judge to what extent this wholesome recommendation was observed 
: throughout our city; but in some streets, we are told, there was much of trading 
4. going on in the shops, witha door open and a window shut; and much of idle- 
ness and dissipation by those who preferred to cheat their own souls out of a little 
time, which should have been spent in humble prayer to God. 

Setting aside religious considerations altogether, we should think a becoming 
respect for the civil authorities would have kept the citizens from their ordinary 
pursuits of business or pleasure, on such an occasion. As a people, we have 
sought after worldly prosperity more than after the things of God. We have 
been vain, proud, avaricious, and devoted to worldly gain and splendid show. 
Many of our children have been trained up to seek after the lying vanities of time 
and sense, to display their finery in the parlour, the ball room, and the theatre ; 
and sinful joy, festivity and dissipation have been their idols. The city has long 
witnessed the most polluting scenes of drunkenness and debauchery, and the pro- 
fanation of the holy name and Sabbath of God. 

Under these circumstances it was surely becoming and dutiful to own the justice 
of God’s judgments and threatenings; and, pleading guilty before him, to cast 
ourselves on his mercy. It became us to mourn and weep on account of our 
sins against Jenovan, the injuries done to our fellow-men, the danger to which 
our own souls are exposed, and because of the ingratitude, contempt and enmity 
of which we have been guilty, in our opposition to the Lord of glory, and his 
i] Salvation. It became us that our carnal mirth and laughter, as well as our scorn- 
4 ful derision and contempt of divine things should be turned into mourning and 
i godly sorrow ;—our joy into heaviness, self abhorrence, brokenness of heart, and 
di solemn inquiry for the welfare of our souls. 

The Churches, not in the infected district, were open, and with some such feel- 
ings as these, we doubt not the day was observed and will be long remembered by 


many, who felt, in some degree, the value of that blessed promise, God shall 
exalt you in due time. 
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Tux reflections of “ A Wreitwisner’” will be inserted. 


A Review of the “ New-England Tales,” prepared for this number, is omitted 
for want of room. 
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Just as this sheet was going to press, we received a letter from one of our friends 
in London, stating that the Rev. Dr. Sprine, of this city, who is now on a visit 
| there for the improvement of his health, has derived considerable benefit by the 
i voyage. 
¥ Dr. Spring was engaged to attend the Monthiy Prayer Meeting of the Bethe! 
Union, and also to preach one of the annual Sermons for the Society, at the 
Poultry Church, on the first day of this month. 


LIFELESS 


Two large rooms had bees 


provided for the public anniversary, which was to be held on the 2d day of Oc- 
tober, 


Missionary Herald —The subscribers to this work in the city, are informed that 


the Number for October, containing much interesting matter, is ready for delivery 
at our office, No, 384 Broadway. 











Sramaws Manasine. 


He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are they [sailors] 
glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven. Psalms. 
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LIVERPOOL BETHEL REPORTS. 


Wuen the Rey. Crecanp Kirkpatrick was preaching at Pitt-street 
Chapel, a captain of a vessel was so powerfully awakened to a true 
sense of the value of religious duties, and particularly of the reading 
of the Holy Scriptures, which he had entirely neglected, that he 
wept very bitterly at the thoughts of having so long lived a monu- 
ment of God’s preserving goodness, and having neither read his Bible 
or bent his knees in prayer. ‘The following morning, very early, he 
was going to sea, and he remembered he had no Bible on board. He 
made inquiry at the house he boarded at if they had a Bible that he 
could purchase. The landlady had none, and no shops were open 
where one could be purchased. He exclaimed with great anxiety, 
‘* | cannot go to sea without a Bible! a Bible I must have!” The 
time came for the vessel to be in the river ; the wind was fair; she 
was passing the dock gates ; and he must be on board. With a sor- 
rowful heart he left his lodgings, without the book so much desired. 
The morning was just dawning. In afew minutes after this, he came 
running back to his lodgings declaring he could not go to sea without 
a Bible. The mistress of the house recollecting there was a Bible 
left there by a gentleman belonging to the Seaman’s Friend Society 
and Bethel Union, put that into his hands, but knew not the charge to 
make: at the sight of this much longed for treasure, his countenance 
cheered; with a smile of gratitude he placed it under his arm, and 
scampered away as if in the possession of an invaluable prize. 

One of the Secretaries of the Bethel Companies was waited upon 

by the captain of an American vessel, who related, that being at 
_ Liverpool on a former voyage, he had the pleasure of hearing seve- 
ral sermons preached by the Rey. Mr. Smirn, of Penzance, and 
became fully convinced by his discourses of the necessity of religious 
instruction among Seamen, particularly when at sea. By way of ex- 
periment, he purchased one of the books of tracts called the “ Boat- 
swain’s Mate, and other Pieces.’”? When at sea, aiter reading the 
book himself, he called one of the men aft, and said to him, ‘1 will 
lend you a book to read ; be careful to keep it clean, and when you 
have read it, lend it to one of your shipmates, and then to another, 
and so on, and when all have read it, return it to me and | will lend 
you another.” In about a fortnight after, the book was returned. 
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carefully wrapped in clean paper, with the following note addressed 
to the captain :— 

‘ ‘The crew of the R beg leave to return their sincere thanks 
to Captain J. for the pleasure they have received in the perusal of 
this valuable book, and beg that he will please to honour them, witl 
another. They pledge their word to take particular care of it.’” 

A short time back, one of the Bethel friends was called on business 
to attend a vessel lying in one of the docks : he was there at an early 
hour in the morning. As he was proceeding towards the cabin, for 
the purpose of cousulting with the captain, he was surprised to ob- 
serve several of the men standing in mute attention round the com- 
panion. Approaching nearer, and listening, he heard some one 
below praying aloud, whom he afterwards learnt to be the captain of 
the vessel. When prayer was ended, he asked one of the men if 
this was a common practice with the captain, or only a solitary in- 
stance of having prayer on board. He was answered, that the cap- 
tain constantly began the labours of the day by calling together all 
the ship’s company and engaging in social prayer. 

Sunday, May 6.—Two sailors, strangers in Liverpool, loitering 
near the Floating Chapel, were addressed by a friend who informed 
them that there was a prayer meeting on board for sailors. They 
replied, we are very dirty, and are not fit to stow away with those 
that are clean. The friend answered, ‘* O-you will do,—there is no 
respect of persons here : have you not a soul to be saved?” ‘* Ah! 
Sir, we are quite cut down: we are poor men. Can we get a seat ? 
We are strangers, and-did not know where to go.””—** This ship, my 
good fellow,” it was replied, ‘is fitted up for such as you: come in, 
and join in prayer.”’ After some short conversation, and a few more 
questions, one of them said, ‘*‘ Well, Harry, will you enter?” ‘IT 
don’t care if I do,” said he, ‘‘so here goes.’’ ‘They entered the 
place of worship during the time of prayer. A captain of a vessel 
lying alongside the brig they belonged to was engaged in prayer. He 
offered up supplications to God not only for his crew, but for the 
crews of other vessels in this port. This circumstance affected the 
men greatly. At the conclusion of the service, they thanked God, 
and said, ‘* Surely Christian people are praying for the souls of us 
poor sailors ; and some masters of vessels too, are prayingmen. The 
Lord helping us poor sinners, we will also seek him with prayer.” 
“Ah! Harry, saidthe other, had ship chapels been built before, 
gladly would I have attended, and 1 might, by God’s blessing, have 
escaped many sins. Thank you kind friend, the Lord reward you.” 


Value of the Bible. 


A surp’s company one Sabbath evening attended the service on 
board the Floating Chapel. On closing the exhortation, a part of 
one of the Bethel Companies’ reports was read, particularly relatin 
to the wonderful effects which had, in some instances followed read- 
ing of the Bible. ‘They were so struck with the advantages result- 
ing from an acquaintance with this precious book, that the following 
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morning, they begged of the captain to purchase each of them a Bi- 
ble. ‘The captain, therefore, called at the depot of the Marine Bible 
Society, and purchased a Bible or Testament for each of his men. 


** It is too late for me to begin.” 


An old sailor, who was very ragged, and whose white head spake 
the lapse of many years, was leaning against a post in conversation 
with another sailor. A member of the Bethel Union spoke to them, 
and particularly invited the old man to attend the prayer meeting. 
His companion, after hearing the nature of the invitation, said, 
‘** Thomas, go in!—Come! come! man, go into the meeting ; it wont 
hurt you.” Puh! Puh! cried the old seaman, I should not know what 
to do with myself. I never go to church or prayer meeting ; besides, 
Tam too old. 1 am upwards of seventy, and am very wicked ; and 
I have always been so: it is too late for me to begin : it is of no use : 
all is over with me: I must go to the devil.” After a moment's 
pause, the member, looking with pity upon the old veteran, whose 
hard weatherbeaten face bore proof of seeing much service, answered, 
‘* You are the very man the prayer-meeting is held for.’’ ‘* How 
so?” (with much surprise.) ‘‘ Because Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save the chief of sinners.”” ‘‘ When young, I suppose, 
(said the friend) you were tempted to think it would be time enough 
to be religious when you came to be old.” ‘* Ah! that 1 did.” 
‘* Now you are old, you say it is too late. Listen no longer to these 
suggestions : come with me: no time is to be lost, for Jesus is wait- 
ing to save you, poor sinner, or he would have sent you to that place 
where hope never comes before this ; your sins deserved it.”? His 
companion then said, ‘“‘ Thomas, go to the prayer meeting. You 
have need, at your time of life, to prepare to die.”” He attended the 
prayer meeting, and has been since seen there on almost all oc- 
casions. About a fortnight after, he was asked, ‘‘ Well, my aged 
friend, do you think you are too much in years to be saved; tooold 
in sin for the blood of Christ to cleanse you?” ‘No, Sir,” said 
he, ‘‘ bless God, I do feel hope, a blessed hope, which | would not 
give up for worlds ; a hope which encourages me to think that God 
will be merciful to me and pardon me, old sinner as I am.” 


“* The Bethel Flag Seamen.”* 


A respectable master of a vessel trading from this port usually to 
the Brazils, was stating to one of the Secretaries of the Bethe] Com- 
panies, that for many voyages, until the last, he bad great trouble 
and irritation owing to the irregular conduct of his crews. Unfor- 
tunately he had fallen in with reprobate swearing men, and, to use 
his own expression, (he being hasty and passionate,) it caused him 
to commit much sin, and swear ‘above a bit.” The last trip he 
shipped a mixed crew as he had done on former voyages, but he was 
astonished to find them always in good humour, living and conversing 
with each other like brothers, remarkably active in duty, and quick 
to do his or the mate’s orders without the least murmuring or show 
of dissatisfaction, and that in all weathers, night er day. One thing 
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which surprised him more than any other, was, that they never swore. 
During the whole voyage, he never heard an indecent or profane ex- 
pression drop from their lips. Never did he pass a more agreeable 
voyage. He thought, on hearing them sing sometimes, that, from 
some recollection he had of the tunes, they were singing psalms. 
He should not wonder but these men were some of the Bethel Flag 
Seamen. 


The Meetings. 


We cannot conclude our report without making some particular 
reference to the services on the Sabbath morning at half-past ten 
o’clock, and in the evening at half-past six. The audiences on 
these occasions are composed of seafaring men with their wives. 
They behave in an orderly and devotional manner. These meetings 
have presented the most delightful scenes. From 3 to 600 have 
been present ; captains, mates, seamen, &c. The services are con- 
ducted in the following order :—Singing and prayer : either the les- 
sons for the day read, or suitable chapters from the Old and New 
Testament : prayer; a short exhortation, or exposition of one of the 
Parables : and then conclude by prayer. Several respectable trades- 
men and merchants have been present at these services.—On one 
occasion, several gentlemen, at the conclusion of the service in the 
morning, introduced themselves to one of the members of the Com- 
panies, and observed in very respectful terms, that they had felt 
great pleasure in attending, and that they cordially approved of the 
mode adopted for conducting the devotions: it had removed from 
their minds every unpleasant impression which had been made by 
reports of the meetings being irregular.-—One Sabbath evening, on 
concluding the exhortation, part of the fifth report was read from a 
proof sheet ; which, we trust, under the blessing of God, from the 
visible effects it produced, led many to feel as David, when Nathan, 
by the command of God, said unto him, ‘* Thou art the man!” On 
the following day, several seamen furnished themselves with Bibles 
who had none before. 


Sailors on the Quarter Deck. 


A captain of a vessel taking an evening walk with his wife, was 
passing down Pool-lane. They observed the Bethel flag flying. 
From feelings of curiosity, the captain was prevailed upon by his 
wife to turn into the prayer meeting. What was his surprise to see 
the whole of his ship’s company on their knees in humble prayer 
before God! 


ee 


SOUTH AMERICA.—Tue Bernet Frac. 


Extract of a Letter from Rio de Janeiro, addressed to the Committee of the Liverpool Bethel Union. 
Rio de Janeiro, 15th December, 1821. 


Dear Sin,—The praise you are pleased to ascribe to me for what 
it going on among Seamen here | certainly do not merit, for praise fs 
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not due to one who is but simply doing his duty, and, after his per- 
formance, has to confess ‘‘ he is but an unprofitable servant.”” For 
the little which has been done, I bless my Heavenly Father : the 
prospect is cheering ; and | hope, at no great distance, on the Lord’s 
days, the decks of many vessels will be covered with the worshippers 
of God, in place of only one, as is at present. ‘The introduction of 
the Bethel Flag among the British shipping in our harbour, [ had no- 
thing to do with. Capt. Sreruenson, of the Mary Ann and Isabella, 
had this honour: he was the first that hoisted it, and had engaged his 
crew for that voyage upon the express proviso, that divine worship 
was to be attended to on board of his vessel twice every day, and 
that the Sabbath was to be kept sacred, whether at sea or in port; 
an example worthy of imitation by all shipmasters. This pious and 
modest youth, had shown the flag for two Sabbaths, and of all the 
British vessels then in the harbour, which were many, only one ship’s 
crew, the G. of London, with the captain, attended. Of this | knew 
nothing until Cap. S. informed me, regretted his want of success, and 
requested that [ would go on board and preside at these meetings on 
Lord’s days, which would afford him the opportunity of going round 
to every British vessel in the harbour, to request the attendance of 
the crews ; a request he had hitherto felt a delicacy in making, as it 
was like asking them to hear himself speak. 1 confess such a pro- 
posal afforded me much joy : | consented with much satisfaction, and 
ever since, (1 commenced in the month of May) a few friends, par- 
ticularly my worthy friend Mr. J. T., with myself, have pursued our 
course with steady perseverance, humbly depending upon the blessing 
of our Heavenly Father, who does all things according to the plea- 
sure of his own will, and who has promised that his word shail not 
return to him void. In this we endeavour to confide. 

1 ought also to mention that Capt. D. of the U. was another with 
Capt. S. who contributed very materially to give these meetings 
effect. This pious and simple hearted man, appears on all eccasions 
a father among seamen ; he and his friend S. held prayer meetings 
on board on Lord’s day evenings, and many were induced to attend 
on these occasions. The next vessel which followed was the T. 
Capt. T. also a pious character ; and since his departure, Captain S. 
of the A. of your port, and Capt. F. the bearer of this letter, in the 
most handsome and polite manner volunteered their ships for divine 
worship ; and for next Sabbath, it is arranged to be held on board of 
the J. Capt. F. 

Itis proper also to mention, that Capt. S. of the C. of your port, gave 
us much encouragement while he was here; for the two Sabbaths 
he spent in our harbour, he appéared at our meetings with thirty-two 
of his crew, and expressed himself gratified at such efforts for the 
good of Seamen, and had circumstances permitted him a longer stay, 
we should have had the use of his capacious deck for worship. 

The numbers at these meetings, of course, vary according to the 
nuraber of ships in the port ; since our commencement, the number 
has run from tweuty to fifty : last Sunday, including our friends from 











OLE LE LOE A TTI 


Sat hag A A EGER ET EM 


s 





° er pos 

ie ieee mw OS 

gs bse or 
352 The Suilors’? Cause.—The Storm. 


the shore who may be stated from eight to twelve, our total number 
was eighty-three. 

We have a Bethel flag left us by Capt. S.; since his departure it 
has been handed from ship to ship, and I trust never shall see the 
shore of Rio de Janeiro. 


THE SAILORS’ CAUSE. 


Lise a ship on the ocean, the magnitude of this object increases as we ap- 
proach it. However important this cause appeared in the outset, it was not until 
the field had been entered, that its vast extent could be known, or scarcely con- 
jectured. Tue Society FoR PROMOTING THE GosPEL amonG SEAMEN have 
entered it ; they rejoice to find others on the way, and desire to have the compa- 
ny greatly increased. 

Many witnesses have testified to the need, and ability, and success of their la- 
bours, and now they call upon the friends of the cause to come forward, and 
again embark in a real charity, which has heretofore produced its fruit so early 
and so abundantly. They trust the public will not suffer an institution which has 
so successfully and repeatedly proven its claim to patronage, to decline in the 
energy of its operations through indifference or parsimony. Or should there be 
some who still doubt the practicability of their efforts, they would refer them to 
the respectable shipmasters of our port, and to the abundant testimony which the 
Seaman's Macazine has recorded during the last eighteen months. s 

The Mariners’ Church, we hope, will be safely reopened in the course of a few 
days, and our seamen permitted there to assemble and offer up praise and thanks- 
giving to the great Jehovah, for the preservation of their lives, and the ines- 
timable privileges of God’s house. " 

{= Donations for the Church received by J. Little, Esq. President, No. 635 
Broadway, by Rufus Davenport, Esq. Treasurer, No, 519 Grand-street, and at the 
Herald Office, No. 384 Broadway. 


p— | 
THE STORM. 
Horrida tempestas celum contraxit.—Hor. 

THE angry sea is foaming, Rapid lightnings darting round 

And dashing on the coast, Gleaming show the rocks are nigh; 
From port my vessel’s roaming Loudest thunder !—awful sound ! 

Where many a wreck is tost ; Rends the terrific sky. 
O Thou whose cloudy chariots fly, Rise, Sun of Righteousness, arise ! 
When troubles rise, be ever nigh. Disperse the clouds,spread brighter skies 
Hark! the winds in conflict rise, I sink! the storm is raging— 

Deafening billows louder roar, My shattered bark’s at sea; 
Floating ‘neath the starless skies, The boist’rous flood’s presaging 

{ am beaten from the shore ; Hope’s ever fled from me. 
O Saviour, bid the tempest cease, ~ © No!—one can rescue from the deep, 


And I shall reach the port in peace. Jesus my soul in safety keep. 





